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Where we are at Year 3Where we are at Year 3
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3 Year Precipitation Summary3 Year Precipitation Summary
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Northern Sierra  8 Station Index 
Precipitation Deficit
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Southern Sierra  5 Station Index 
Precipitation Deficit
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U.S. Drought Monitor

Short term gain due 
to Halloween rains
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Winter Predictions for 2014-2015
and El Niño

Winter Predictions for 2014-2015
and El Niño
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According to CPC...

There is a 58% chance of El Niño during 
the Northern Hemisphere winter, which is 

favored to last into the Northern 
Hemisphere spring 2015

There is a 58% chance of El Niño during 
the Northern Hemisphere winter, which is 

favored to last into the Northern 
Hemisphere spring 2015
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Latest El Niño 
Strength Forecast

Latest El Niño 
Strength Forecast
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El Niño Does NOT Guarantee 
Lots of Rain for 

Northern California

El Niño Does NOT Guarantee 
Lots of Rain for 

Northern California
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El Niño Sets Up Storm TrackEl Niño Sets Up Storm Track
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Neutral
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Weak El Niño vs Neutral 

Historical Look at Rainfall for 
Northern California
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8 Station
Northern Sierra

8 Station
Northern Sierra
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5 Station
Southern Sierra

5 Station
Southern Sierra
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CPC Seasonal OutlooksCPC Seasonal Outlooks

Agenda Item 10 - Presentation 
Meeting Date:  November 20, 2014 

Page 15



CPC 3 Month Outlooks
Dec - Jan - Feb
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CPC 3 Month Outlooks
Feb – Mar - Apr
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What would it take….
Drought busting years… “sustained 

periods of above average precipitation and 
runoff, and resulted in above average 

snowpack and refilled reservoirs.”
• Meaning:

– 2 of 4 winter precip months at 150+% of normal
• Should bring reservoirs up to winter storage levels

AND
– Spring snow pack of 150% of normal

• Top off reservoirs for summer use

This may not alleviate all drought impacts, 
i.e. help local dry well problems

Drought busting years… “sustained 
periods of above average precipitation and 

runoff, and resulted in above average 
snowpack and refilled reservoirs.”

• Meaning:
– 2 of 4 winter precip months at 150+% of normal

• Should bring reservoirs up to winter storage levels
AND

– Spring snow pack of 150% of normal
• Top off reservoirs for summer use

This may not alleviate all drought impacts, 
i.e. help local dry well problems

Mike Anderson, State Climatologist
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QuestionsQuestions

If you have further questions, please contact 
Cindy.Matthews@noaa.gov

(916) 979‐3041 x 240)
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