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         October 7, 2014 
 
 
To:  Delta Council 
 
Subject:  Comments on Draft Interim Science Action Agenda for the Delta 
 
Page 5, Lines 5 and 6 Action Area 1. 
“Investigations to better understand how to sustainably manage water from the Sierra to the sea is needed.” 
While this statement is made, I could find no details or attention given to the headwaters (or source waters) 
that the Sierra Nevada provide to the Delta.  This is a significant oversight that should be corrected. 
 
Page iii, entire page gives general intent of the Action Agenda 
The above omission of actions with regard to the Sierra Nevada headwaters is a major oversight.  
Approximately 50% of the Delta source waters are in Federal land management and a high proportion of that 
is in National Forests.  Approximately 50% of developed surface water in California comes from the Sierra 
Nevada.  The health of the Delta is linked to the amount and quality of incoming freshwater which is linked 
to the health of the Sierra Nevada forests.  Both the Sierra Nevada and the ecosystem service of water should 
be linked to the Forest Service in the document. 
 
Page 4, Table 2, Action Area 1. 
This is a positive and very large undertaking.:  Investigate and characterize watershed and water management 
opportunities and issues. 
 
However, it does not highlight the work to date and opportunity with regard to the only long-term, 
experimental watershed research in Sierra Nevada forests with regard to forest restoration and water yield 
and quality.  This is the Kings River Experimental Watersheds (KREW) research which received funding 
from 2005-2010 (see attached report) under the Bay Delta Program and is still relevant to understanding the 
connection between mountain, forested watersheds and water for the Delta. 
 
Page iii, lines 2-6 and 30-32 
Executive Summary makes the following statements 
“… science is not always well organized and coordinated.  The Interim Science Action Agenda will improve 
the coordination and organization …” 
“… taking common steps to reduce knowledge gaps, … build the science infrastructure and capacity … 
Success of the Interim Science Action Agenda relies on the ability of programs and agencies to work 
together.” 
  

 Caring for the land and serving the people. 
 chunsaker@fs.fed.us 
 Phone: 559-323-3211  FAX: 559-297-3355 
  



  Hunsaker comments, page 2 

 
 
 
It appears that no interviews were conducted with Forest Service research staff working on watershed issues 
in the Sierra Nevada.  This is a knowledge gap for the draft Action Agenda because the Forest Service has a 
contribution to make. 
 

• My research (KREW) on the Kings River was one of the few studies funded through the Bay Delta 
Program in the Sierra Nevada and should be referenced for current and future findings. 

• The Pacific Southwest Research Station (PSW) conducted a science synthesis on important topics 
for the Sierra Nevada including water quantity, water quality, and sediment and erosion.  That peer-
reviewed and published report should be cited.  

Treesearch web site: Science synthesis to support socioecological resilience in the 
Sierra Nevada and southern Cascade Range. 
Now available from the following URL: http://treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/46776. 

• The PSW collaborates with the National Science Foundation Southern Sierra Critical Zone 
Observatory which also has important contributions to make to the Delat Science Action Agenda. 

 
I am available to talk with staff about my research.  These comments represent a personal statement and are 
not comments from the Forest Service as an agency. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Carolyn T. Hunsaker 

 
Carolyn T. Hunsaker, research ecologist 
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