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SUBJECT:	
   Comments	
  by	
  Central	
  Valley	
  Clean	
  Water	
  Association	
  on	
  the	
  Draft	
  Interim	
  

Science	
  Action	
  Agenda	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Dr.	
  Goodwin:	
  
	
  

The	
  Central	
  Valley	
  Clean	
  Water	
  Association	
  (CVCWA)	
  appreciates	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  
provide	
  comments	
  on	
  the	
  September	
  9,	
  2014	
  Draft	
  Interim	
  Science	
  Action	
  Agenda	
  prepared	
  by	
  
the	
  Delta	
  Science	
  Program.	
  	
  CVCWA	
  is	
  a	
  nonprofit	
  association	
  of	
  Publicly	
  Owned	
  Treatment	
  
Works	
  (POTWs)	
  located	
  throughout	
  the	
  Central	
  Valley	
  whose	
  primary	
  mission	
  is	
  to	
  represent	
  
wastewater	
  agencies	
  in	
  regulatory	
  matters	
  while	
  balancing	
  environmental	
  and	
  economic	
  
interests.	
  	
  CVCWA	
  members	
  have	
  a	
  deep	
  commitment	
  to	
  the	
  protection	
  of	
  beneficial	
  uses	
  in	
  
the	
  waters	
  of	
  the	
  California	
  and	
  are	
  strongly	
  committed	
  to	
  effectively	
  implementing	
  water	
  
quality	
  controls	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  goals	
  of	
  the	
  federal	
  Clean	
  Water	
  Act	
  and	
  California’s	
  Porter	
  
Cologne	
  Act.	
  	
  

	
  
CVCWA	
  is	
  an	
  active	
  participant	
  in	
  science,	
  policy,	
  and	
  management	
  issues	
  pertaining	
  to	
  

the	
  protection	
  of	
  water	
  quality	
  and	
  beneficial	
  uses	
  in	
  the	
  Sacramento-­‐San	
  Joaquin	
  Delta.	
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CVCWA	
  strongly	
  supports	
  the	
  “One	
  Science,	
  One	
  Delta”	
  vision	
  of	
  a	
  collaboration	
  among	
  
interested	
  parties	
  that	
  is	
  focused	
  on	
  transparency,	
  shared	
  scientific	
  fact	
  finding,	
  and	
  scientific	
  
understanding	
  that	
  informs	
  important	
  policy	
  and	
  management	
  decisions.	
  	
  	
  CVCWA	
  is	
  currently	
  
involved	
  in	
  numerous	
  collaborative,	
  science-­‐driven	
  efforts	
  in	
  the	
  Central	
  Valley	
  and	
  the	
  Delta,	
  
including	
  CV-­‐SALTS,	
  the	
  Delta	
  Regional	
  Monitoring	
  Program	
  (RMP),	
  the	
  Phase	
  I	
  implementation	
  
of	
  the	
  Delta	
  Methylmercury	
  TMDL,	
  the	
  Delta	
  Nutrient	
  Science	
  effort,	
  the	
  Central	
  Valley	
  Drinking	
  
Water	
  Policy	
  work	
  group,	
  2013	
  Ammonia	
  Criteria	
  implementation,	
  and	
  others.	
  	
  

	
  	
  	
  
CVCWA	
  is	
  generally	
  supportive	
  of	
  the	
  Science	
  Action	
  Areas	
  described	
  in	
  Table	
  1	
  of	
  the	
  

Executive	
  Summary	
  (page	
  v).	
  	
  In	
  particular,	
  CVCWA	
  is	
  interested	
  and	
  seeks	
  involvement	
  in	
  
Action	
  Areas	
  1	
  (watershed	
  and	
  water	
  management),	
  3	
  (entrainment),	
  6	
  (food	
  web),	
  
10	
  (contaminants),	
  11	
  (nutrients),	
  15	
  (coordinated	
  monitoring),	
  and	
  16	
  (modeling).	
  

	
  
Our	
  specific	
  comments	
  on	
  the	
  Draft	
  Interim	
  Science	
  Action	
  Agenda	
  are	
  as	
  follows:	
  

	
  
• Effective	
  implementation	
  of	
  “One	
  Delta,	
  One	
  Science”	
  Requires	
  Significant	
  Local	
  

Agency	
  involvement	
  
 

In	
  reviewing	
  the	
  Draft	
  Interim	
  Science	
  Action	
  Agenda,	
  CVCWA	
  is	
  concerned	
  that	
  very	
  
little	
  local	
  agency	
  input	
  has	
  been	
  sought	
  or	
  included.	
  	
  This	
  has	
  been	
  an	
  ongoing	
  problem	
  in	
  the	
  
development	
  and	
  interpretation	
  of	
  Delta	
  science.	
  	
  For	
  the	
  vision	
  articulated	
  in	
  the	
  Agenda	
  to	
  be	
  
realized,	
  local	
  agencies	
  must	
  have	
  a	
  meaningful	
  role.	
  	
  To	
  be	
  more	
  effective,	
  CVCWA,	
  local	
  
municipalities	
  and	
  agencies,	
  and	
  storm	
  water	
  and	
  agricultural	
  interests	
  should	
  be	
  given	
  the	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  be	
  involved	
  in	
  crafting	
  the	
  Delta	
  science	
  agenda.	
  
	
  

• Page	
  1,	
  lines	
  19-­‐20	
  
 

It	
  is	
  noted	
  that	
  the	
  Interim	
  Science	
  Action	
  Agenda,	
  is	
  guided	
  by	
  advice	
  from	
  the	
  Science	
  
Steering	
  Committee,	
  a	
  multi-­‐disciplinary	
  advisory	
  committee	
  formed	
  by	
  the	
  Delta	
  Lead	
  Scientist	
  
to	
  guide	
  and	
  advise	
  science	
  in	
  the	
  Delta	
  (Delta	
  Science	
  Plan,	
  Appendix	
  D).	
  	
  We	
  support	
  the	
  
formation	
  of	
  a	
  Science	
  Steering	
  Committee,	
  but	
  request	
  that	
  its	
  composition	
  be	
  modified	
  to	
  
include	
  a	
  more	
  appropriate	
  mix	
  of	
  stakeholders	
  in	
  Delta	
  Science,	
  including	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  
representative	
  from	
  local	
  agencies	
  responsible	
  for	
  wastewater	
  or	
  storm	
  water	
  (such	
  as	
  CVCWA,	
  
local	
  municipalities,	
  etc).	
  
	
  

• Page	
  11,	
  lines	
  7-­‐9	
  	
  
 

It	
  is	
  stated	
  that	
  “Improved	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  sources	
  and	
  drivers	
  of	
  contaminants	
  
and	
  their	
  effects	
  consists	
  of	
  research	
  and	
  monitoring	
  actions	
  is	
  needed	
  to	
  inform	
  decision	
  
making	
  about	
  ecosystem	
  management	
  and	
  human	
  health	
  and	
  safety.”	
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In	
  the	
  Delta	
  RMP,	
  a	
  diverse	
  group	
  of	
  concerned	
  stakeholders,	
  led	
  by	
  the	
  Central	
  Valley	
  
Regional	
  Water	
  Quality	
  Control	
  Board,	
  have	
  gathered	
  in	
  an	
  organized	
  fashion	
  to	
  identify	
  and	
  
prioritize	
  water	
  quality	
  and	
  contaminants	
  issues.	
  	
  The	
  effort	
  is	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  a	
  
coordinated	
  monitoring	
  program	
  to	
  generate	
  data	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  address	
  important	
  
management	
  questions	
  and	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  development	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  modeling	
  tools.	
  	
  	
  

We	
  support	
  the	
  recommendation	
  in	
  the	
  Draft	
  Interim	
  Science	
  Action	
  Agenda	
  to	
  assist	
  
the	
  Delta	
  RMP	
  effort	
  (as	
  stated	
  in	
  the	
  table	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  page	
  12)	
  and	
  request	
  that	
  the	
  Delta	
  
Science	
  Program	
  increase	
  its	
  involvement	
  and	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  Delta	
  RMP	
  as	
  an	
  effective	
  means	
  
of	
  addressing	
  contaminant	
  and	
  nutrient	
  issues	
  in	
  the	
  Delta.	
  	
  	
  

Please	
  let	
  us	
  know	
  if	
  you	
  have	
  questions	
  or	
  would	
  like	
  more	
  details	
  on	
  our	
  
recommendations	
  for	
  local	
  participation	
  in	
  Delta	
  science	
  and	
  management.	
  
	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
Debbie	
  Webster,	
  
Executive	
  Officer	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  


