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American River Operations Group 
DRAFT Meeting Notes 
Date 25 January 2010 
 
Attendees 
Bonnie Van Pelt, Russ Yaworsky, Robert Chase, and Carol Nicolos, Reclamation; Colin 
Purdy and Robert Vincik, DFG; Nick Hindman and Beth Campbell, FWS; Felix E. 
Smith, SARA; Rod Hall, Water Forum; Ronald Pang, City of Sacramento; and Dave 
Ford, MCCFFF. 
 
Handouts 

• Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date January 25, 2010); link is 
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf 

• Lower American River Carcass Survey 2009/2010 
 
Fisheries Updates 
 
The 2009/2010 Central Valley (CV) steelhead spawning surveys began on December 
15th, and as per Robert Chase’s update they will continue bi-weekly through the end of 
April.  The next scheduled survey is January 26th.  Each survey consists of a two day 
downstream float in either a jet boat or cataraft. The survey reach consists of 14 river 
miles from Nimbus Dam to Watt Avenue.  As of January 12th, there were a total of 27 
adult steelhead (2 spawning pairs) and 16 redds surveyed.  In general, there appears to be 
a pulse pattern in spawning activity.  Approximately 25% of the redds were in the new 
spawning gravel areas.  Painted rocks are used to mark the pots already surveyed to avoid 
double counting.   
 
Robert Vincik reported on the carcass surveys (see HO).  So far, 711 fall-run Chinook 
salmon have been surveyed; there were 600 adults and 111 grilse (16%).  There were 96 
heads taken for coded wire tag (CWT) recovery.  The preliminary in-river population 
estimate is 3,693 (with grilse) and 3,118 (without grilse).  The new salmon seen in the 
lower American River now are assumed to be late-fall-run Chinook (this should continue 
into February). CWT information will continue to be collected for incoming salmon one 
day a week through February.  The fall-run survey will end on January 28. 
 
The Central Valley Tagging Consortium is doing sensor tracking (acoustic tags) for CV 
steelhead all the way out to the ocean.   
 
Operations 
Russ Yaworsky reported that releases are now at 1,550 cfs and are expected to remain at 
this level through early February.  Storage in Folsom Reservoir is 295,000 AF with a 
possibility of ±325,000 AF by the end of the month.  Last year at this time, storage in 
Folsom Reservoir was 227,000 AF.  There was not a lot of change in reservoir storage 
due to the last series of storms, but these events did add to the snowpack levels (normal to 
above-normal snow pack for the region).  The estimated end-of-May storage forecast is 
550,000-600,000 AF (90% exceedence); and a filled reservoir (50% exceedence).   
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The Flow Management Standard specifies a drop in flows (15%) down to about 1,300 cfs 
beginning in February.  Russ does not anticipate a change in flows at this time.  Before 
any such decision is made, we would need to get a good handle on the snowpack. 
 
Russ indicated that the last preliminary forecast was completed on January 14th, prior to 
the last series of storms.  The final January forecast will be available at the end of 
January; however, it won’t include an updated snow pack survey.  The snow pack survey 
will occur in early February.  The next 5 to 10 days are forecasted to be drier. 
 
The temperature shutters are all up at this point.  Russ would like to start placing the 
shutters in early February.  The temperature shutters are lowered to help conserve cold 
water pool storage. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
Date:  Tuesday, 23 February 2010 
 
Location: Central Valley Operations Office     
  3310 El Camino Ave. 
  Sacramento, CA 95821 
  
Room:  302 
 
Time:  1300 
 
Notes by: Carol Nicolos and Bonnie Van Pelt 
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American River Operations Group 
DRAFT Meeting Notes 
Date 23 February 2010 
 
Attendees 
Bonnie Van Pelt, Russ Yaworsky, and Carol Nicolos, Reclamation; Robert Vincik, DFG; 
Beth Campbell, FWS; Felix E. Smith, SARA; Mike Laing, NCCFFF; Rod Hall, Water 
Forum; Paul Olmstead, SMUD; Ronald Pang, City of Sacramento; and Brian Ellrott, 
NMFS (phone). 
 
Handouts 

• Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date February 23, 2010); link is 
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf 

• 90% and 50% Exceedance Outlook 
 
Fishery Update 
Robert Vincik reported on the carcass survey: nothing new from last month; there have 
been 2,800 spawning fish (about 3,500 fish total including the hatchery fish).  These 
numbers are basically the same as last year except there were about 15% grilse this year 
compared to 9% last year.  Robert indicated they are seeing less late fall run fish (strays 
from Coleman National Fish Hatchery) this year compared to last year, which was 
expected.  For example, this time last year they had counted 123 fish, whereas this year 
only 25 fish have been counted.  They will complete the survey on March 1, 2010. 
  
Bonnie Van Pelt reported the results of the Central Valley steelhead spawning survey: 
Between January 26-February 10, 2010, there have been 34 steelhead redds observed 
during the survey.  A total of 50 redds since the survey began on December 29th. The data 
indicates the redds are concentrating in areas of Sailor Bar, the Sunrise side channel and 
Goethe Park. 
 
There was a question regarding whether of not anyone was counting the number juveniles 
(out migrants) leaving the river.  Robert Vincik commented that there are no active 
counts going on at this time due to funding issues and interest.  However, Doug Threloff, 
USFWS, would like to get the Rotary Screw Trap surveys going again and Robert agreed 
to look into it. 
 
There was a question from Brian Ellrott regarding whether or not scale samples are taken 
from Nimbus hatchery fish.  Bonnie checked with Nimbus Hatchery personnel.  She’ll 
report to the group on this at the next meeting. 
 
Operations 
Russ indicated that this year is classified as a dry year—inflows into Folsom have been 
2,500 cfs for almost the entire month of February.  Releases since the 18th of February 
have been at 1,300 cfs and are expected to remain at that level for the near future.  This is 
very close to the minimum required release under the Flow Management Standard (FMS) 
of 1,295 cfs.  Storage in Folsom Reservoir is at 373,000 AF, which is very close to last 
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year.  Shasta Reservoir is in much better shape with storage at 3.2 million AF compared, 
to 1.6 MAF in 2009.  As of February 9th, all middle and lower shutter are in place, so we 
are currently storing as much cold water as possible.  The upper shutters cannot be put in 
place, until the storage is greater than 600,000 AF.  Consistent with the flood control 
requirements, that level of storage isn’t allowed until about mid-March, or later. 
 
There are wide differences right now between the 90% and 50% forecasts, which is not 
unusual for this time of year; the actual numbers are actually somewhere between the 
two.  The early predictions are based on the February 1 snow survey. The 90% forecast is 
similar to year 2008 end-of-May to September storage.  The 50% forecast is indicative of 
good temperature conditions.  Required Flows in March through May-- when end-of-May 
Folsom Reservoir storage is forecasted to be less than 700,000 AF, are either based on 
the Impaired Folsom Inflow Index (IFII)-based Required Flow, or the February Required 
Flow, whichever is less.  Russ indicated that the flows going into March would 
approximate 1,400 cfs:  1,100 cfs based on 90% forecast, and 1,750 cfs based on the 50% 
forecast.  The next inflow estimates will be available sometime around the 14th of March.     
 
Other 
Paul Olmstead provided the upper basin precipitation update.  In general, precipitation 
amounts have varied—only 2.8” in February, which is very low for the month.  Now is 
usually the time when rainfall levels begin to taper off, but currently we are on track with 
last year’s numbers; i.e., 76% of average to date, 49% of the entire water year.  The 
snowpack is at 88% which is a reduction from the 100% we had a couple weeks ago.  
There is an approaching storm that should help.  The storm is predicted to bring in 1-2” 
of rain in the valley and snow (up to 1 foot) in the mountains.  This mirrors what 
happened last year at this time. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
Date:  Tuesday, 23 March 2010 
 
Location: Central Valley Operations Office     
  3310 El Camino Ave. 
  Sacramento, CA 95821 
 
  
Room:  302 
 
Time:  1300 
 
Notes by: Carol Nicolos and Bonnie Van Pelt 
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American River Operations Group 

DRAFT Meeting Notes 

Date 23 March 2010 

 

Attendees 
Bonnie Van Pelt, Russ Yaworsky, Louis Moore, Dara Rodriguez and Carol Nicolos, 

Reclamation; Felix E. Smith, SARA; Rod Hall, Water Forum and Ronald Pang, City of 

Sacramento. 

 

Handouts 

 Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date March 23, 2010); link is 

http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf 

 90% and 50% Exceedance Outlook as of March 1, 2010 

 

Fishery Update 
According to Robert Vincik’s carcass survey update (email correspondence to Bonnie 

Van Pelt), the adult fall-run Chinook salmon population estimate is 3,128.  The draft end-

of-year carcass survey report will be ready sometime in April. 

 

Bonnie provided an update on the Central Valley Steelhead bi-weekly spawning survey 

(survey reach from Nimbus Dam to Watt Avenue).  Since December 29, 2009, there have 

been 74 redds observed; redds are concentrating in areas where new spawning gravel has 

been placed at Sunrise, River Bend, and Sailor Bar.  There will be one more survey this 

year at the beginning of April. 

 

Through an email communication with Paul Olmstead, Bonnie reported on the 

precipitation for the Upper Basin through March 22, 2010: thus far, in March there has 

been 4.74” of precipitation; 58% of March average.  Total precipitation to date is 36.37” 

which is 80% of average to date.  Upper Basin Reservoir storage is at 60% capacity, 

which is about even with last year’s numbers—historic average is 54%.  Runoff into the 

storage reservoir basins is 45% of average.  As of March 21
st
, the snowpack was 91% of 

average.   

 

Operations 
Russ Yaworsky reported that current releases are at 1,100cfs (roughly equivalent to the 

minimum release requirements in the Flow Management Standard) and are expected to 

stay at this level through early April.  Russ explained that Folsom Reservoir storage 

levels were 697,000 AF last year and as of March 23, 2010, storage in Folsom was at 

524,000 AF (see Daily CVP Water Supply Report HO).  This year Shasta storage is at 3.8 

MAF (2.7 MAF last water year).  Folsom lake inflow from October 1, 2009, through 

March 22, 2010, is about 15% less than during the same period of the previous year. 

 

The 50/90% exceedence forecast is based on the March 1, 2010 runoff forecast (see 

Exceedance Outlook HO).  The 90% forecast estimates end of March Folsom Reservoir 

storage at 522,000 AF and the 50% forecast estimates storage at 668,000 AF.  Actual 
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storage levels are likely to track somewhere between the two, but right now they are 

definitely closer to the 90% forecast. 

 

Russ stated that the preliminary forecast was completed March 16
th

/17
th

 and that April’s 

forecast would occur around the same time.  Russ also commented that if we can’t get the 

last pair of shutters in by the end of May it will be difficult to achieve a 68°F temperature 

target at Watt Avenue.  Russ explained that this last pair of shutters cannot be installed 

until we have maintained storage in excess of 600,000 AF (the 90% exceedence forecast 

indicates an end-of-May storage of 588,000 AF).   

 

There will be a two week outage in late April at Nimbus so the release water will be 

coming over the spillway, instead of through the power penstocks. 

 

Other 

Rod Hall reported that the gravel work for Upper Sunrise is scheduled to begin in the fall 

(mid-September).  Rod indicated that the Anadromous Fish Restoration Program (AFRP) 

is funding the re-watering of Sunrise side channel.  They are hoping to use Sailor Bar 

gravel for the augmentation, but the cultural resources review is not complete.  There will 

be 10K tons of gravel deposited, same as last year.   

 

Next Meeting—Note: Change of Location 
 

Date:  Thursday, 22 April 2010 

 

Location: Mid-Pacific Regional Office     

  2800 Cottage Way 

  Sacramento, CA 95821 

 

Room:  C1003 (Cafeteria conference room) 

 

Time:  1:00 PM 

 

Notes by: Carol Nicolos and Bonnie Van Pelt 











Draft ARG meeting notes                     22 April 2010                                          1 

American River Operations Group 

DRAFT Meeting Notes 

Date 22 April 2010 
 

Attendees 
Bonnie Van Pelt, Carol Nicolos, Josh Israel, and Russ Yaworsky (Central Valley 
Operations), Reclamation; Robert Vincik and Colin Purdy, DFG; Brian Ellrott, NMFS; 

Nick Hindman, USFWS; Paul Olmstead, SMUD; Felix E. Smith, SARA; Rod Hall and 
Tom Gohring, Water Forum; Chris Hammersmark, CBEC, Inc.; Mike Laing, Granite Bay 

Flycasters; and Dave Ford, NCCFFF                              . 
 
Handouts  

 Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date April 22, 2010); link is 
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf 

 90% and 50% Exceedance Outlook as of April 22, 2010 

 Preliminary Temperature Operation Plan Scenarios- April 22, 2010 

 
Fishery Update 

According to Robert Vincik the carcass survey final report draft will be available next 
month for review.  Robert will send the report out to the group.  There will be some 
Jiboom Street hatchery fish releases made soon—this is a new requirement.  Fish are 

released in-river and in net pen (in Bay area).  Survival in net pens is believed to be 
higher—fish are at a larger size when released and food is not limited.   

 
Bonnie provided an update on the Central Valley Steelhead bi-weekly spawning survey 
(survey reach from Nimbus Dam to Watt Avenue).  Since December 29, 2009, there have 

been 79 redds observed; redds are concentrating in areas where new spawning gravel has 
been placed at Sunrise, River Bend, and Sailor Bar.  The April 20th survey was the final 

survey of the season—no new redds were observed. 
 
Iterative Temperature Model Presentation 

 

Chris Hammersmark, CBEC, Inc., provided an overview of the iterative temperature 

modeling approach.  This modeling approach was part of the NMFS Biological Opinion 
issued on June 4, 2009.  The tool was developed through Water Forum funding and is 
referred to as the Iterative Coldwater Pool Management Model (ICPMM).  The ICPMM 

has been developed in coordination with NMFS (Brian Ellrott) and CVO (Russ 
Yaworsky).  In December of 2009, a meeting of fishery biologists confirmed the validity 

of the temperature schedules used in the ICPMM to identify a temperature regime that 
best balances temperature protection for steelhead and fall- run Chinook salmon.    There 
are 78 temperature schedules.  The ICPMM runs on a weekly time step, while the 

temperature requirement in the biological opinion is a daily average at Watt Avenue.  
Although the model may indicate that a certain temperature can be achieved for a given 

week, it should be recognized that there will be day-to-day as well as diurnal variations 
around that weekly value.  Several factors and issues of the ICPMM were discussed as 
follows:  (1) the model is a good planning tool going into the temperature season, but it is 
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not a real-time operations model and thus cannot predict temperature regimes on a real-
time basis due to the many factors that vary (physical) on a daily time step, as well as 

operationally throughout the season (e.g., inflow temperatures, inflow volume, ambient 
temperatures, manual operation of temperature shutters, Delta requirements, etc.); (2) the 

model was not designed to incorporate the destratification of Folsom Reservoir, thus it is 
not reliable beyond the second week of October; (3) because there is currently little 
confidence in the ability of the ICPMM to accurately model fall water temperatures, 

assurances, such as a specifying an end-of-September coldwater pool volume, could be 
used to ensure protection for fall-run Chinook salmon; and (4) the model uses “perfect” 

blending of releases among the penstocks to most efficiently utilize Folsom Reservoir 
storage - this blending is not operationally realistic.  The model will need to constrain the 
blending to reflect more realistic shutter manipulations.  

 
Russ indicated he likes to see 80,000-100,000 AF of cold water pool volume at < 60°F by 

the end of September going into the fall season; this means we are in good shape.  Russ 
also indicated that he uses the temperature model as a check against the temperature 
profile information he receives monthly to make sure the projections are on track.   

 
Operations 

 
Paul Olmstead, reported the following in his Upper Basin update: 

 April precipitation as of April 21, 2010 is 6.0 inches, which is 122% of the April 

average of 4.92 inches.  The precipitation for the water year to date 
is 45.82 inches, which is 89% of average to date (51.22 inches) and 80% of the 

entire water year average of 57.61 inches.   

 Reservoir storage is 69% of capacity. Historical average storage is 63%. A year 

ago, we were at 70 % capacity.   

 Runoff into the storage reservoir basins is 52% of median to date through April 

20. The snowpack is 101% of average at selected snow sensors.  
 
Russ Yaworsky reported that current releases are at 1,750 cfs (Flow Management 

Standard prescribed flow).  From now and into June, relative increases in releases and 
snow melt will all factor into any Reservoir fill management decisions.  Russ indicated 

that releases will likely range between 1,750 and 4,000 cfs this spring—we may actually 
fill now.  Russ explained that Folsom Reservoir storage levels are 724,000 AF (104% of 
the 15-year average and that unlike last year Shasta storage is higher at approximately 4.3 

million acre feet (MAF) versus 3.0 MAF last year (see Daily CVP Water Supply Report 
HO).   

 
The 90% exceedence forecast is based on the April 1, 2010 runoff forecast (see 
Exceedance Outlook HO).  The 90% forecast estimates end of April Folsom Reservoir 

storage at 698,000 AF, and the 50% forecast estimates storage at 756,000 AF (roughly a 
full pool at end of May).  Actual storage levels are tracking closer to the 50% forecast, 

which makes sense given the current inflow conditions. 
 
Temperature Management 
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By the 14th of April, Russ reported we were able to lower the all sets of shutters in place 
(i.e., storage exceeded 600,000 AF).  The profile used to run the temperature 

management scenarios is from April 15th.  Based on the 90% exceedence outlook (See 
Preliminary Temperature Operation Plan Scenarios- April 22, 2010 HO) end-of May 

storage would approximate 820 TAF.  Cold Water Pool (CWP) volume would range 
between 40-135 TAF by end-of-September with a target temperature ranging between 
65° and 68°F.  Russ stepped through the various scenarios and indicated that Scenario 1, 

at a target temperature of 68°F, could be achieved throughout the season, shutters are 
reserved for fall-run, and results in the largest end-of-September CWP volume (137 TAF 

< 60°F).  Scenario 2, at a target temperature of 65°F would result in the target being 
exceeded and no shutters would be reserved for fall-run Chinook salmon spawning (44 
TAF CWP volume).  Scenario 3, with a target temperature of 67°F, fell in between the 

other two reserving some cold water for fall-run, achieving the target temperature 
throughout the season, and resulting in an end-of September CWP volume of 81 TAF.    

   

Next Meeting—Note: Change of Location 
 

Date:  Thursday, 27 May 2010 
 

Location: Mid-Pacific Regional Office     

  2800 Cottage Way 

  Sacramento, CA 95821 

 
Room:  C1003 (Cafeteria conference room) 

 
Time:  1:00 PM 
 

Notes by: Carol Nicolos and Bonnie Van Pelt 



bvanpelt
Text Box



















Draft ARG meeting notes                     27 May 2010                                          1 

American River Operations Group 

DRAFT Meeting Notes 

Date 27 May 2010 

 

Attendees 
Bonnie Van Pelt (Central CA Area Office), Claire Hsu (MP Regional Office) and Russ 

Yaworsky (Central Valley Operations), Reclamation; Robert Vincik and Colin Purdy, 

DFG; Brian Ellrott, NMFS; Nick Hindman, USFWS; Paul Olmstead, SMUD; Rod Hall, 

Water Forum; Chris Hammersmark, CBEC, Inc.; Dave Ford, MCCFFF; and Roland 

Pang, City of Sacramento.                              . 

 

Handouts 

 Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date May 27, 2010); link is 

http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf 

 90% and 50% Exceedance Outlook as of May 1, 2010 

 Temperature Summary for Folsom Lake and Lower American River (includes 

lake profile)- May 2010 

 Preliminary Temperature Operation Plan Scenarios- May 27, 2010 

 

Fishery Update 
Robert Vincik completed the draft carcass survey final report—electronic copies were 

distributed through the list serv prior to the meeting.  Robert reported on a point of 

interest from the rotary screw trap survey:  a delta smelt was caught at RM 88.5 (above 

town of Knights Landing).  Delta smelt have not been seen any further up river than RM 

50 (near Rio Vista).  Colin Purdy announced the Lower Yuba River Accord symposium, 

which is scheduled for June 29
th

 at 8:30 AM (MP Regional Office cafeteria conference 

room).  Brian explained that the draft Annual Temperature Management Plan had been 

submitted by Reclamation two weeks ago in compliance with the Reasonable and Prudent 

Alternatives (RPAs).  NMFS asked that the May forecast be included along with iterative 

temperature modeling runs.  The iterative temperature modeling will be compared to the 

single temperature runs that Russ has traditionally done. 

 

Operations 
 

Paul Olmstead, reported the following in his Upper Basin update: 

 

 April precipitation as of May 24, 2010 is 4.2 inches, which is 173% of the May 

average of 2.43 inches.  The precipitation for the water year to date 

is 53.42 inches, which is 97% of average to date (51.83 inches) and 93% of the 

entire water year average of 57.61 inches.   

 Reservoir storage is 64% of capacity. Historical average storage is 81%. A year 

ago, we were at 97% capacity.   

 Runoff into the storage reservoir basins is 71% of median to date through May 23. 

The snowpack is 145% of average at selected snow sensors. 
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Russ Yaworsky indicated that current releases out of Nimbus are at approximately 5,000 

cfs.  This pattern of flow releases will continue through Memorial Day and Russ will 

reassess next Tuesday.  Russ explained that Folsom Reservoir storage levels are at 

approximately 887,000 AF (110% of the 15-year average) and that unlike last year Shasta 

storage is higher at approximately 4.5 million acre feet (MAF)—that’s 111% of the 15-

year average (see Daily CVP Water Supply Report HO).  The inflow due to snow melt 

will require some increase in releases over the next month or so (Folsom is currently at 

91% of capacity).  These release changes will need to be coordinated with the safety of 

dams spillway project which is currently working in the spillway.   

 

The 90% exceedence forecast is based on the May 1, 2010 runoff forecast (see 

Exceedance Outlook HO).  The 90% forecast estimates end of May (EOM) Folsom 

Reservoir storage at approximately 894,000 AF, and the 50% forecast estimates EOM 

storage at 968,000 AF.  Russ didn’t use the 90 or 50% exceedence forecasts for the 

temperature runs, but chose a modified 50% exceedence: EOM storage of 940 TAF and 

end-of-September storage of approximately 530 TAF (see the Preliminary Temperature 

Operation Plan Scenarios HO).  

 

Temperature Management 

Russ reported a monthly average May temperature at Watt Avenue of 55°F.  All upper 

shutters were lowered as of April 14, 2010, which allows for the release of the warmest 

water possible.  The cold water pool (CWP) is holding steady at this time.  Four scenarios 

were run to look at the possible ways to meet the temperature target based on 2001-2009 

inflow temperatures.  Russ used a modified 50% exceedence forecast for Scenarios 1 and 

2 (i.e., M-50% forecast) and were based on the traditional single model runs. Scenarios 3 

and 4 utilized the Automated Temperature Section Procedure (ATSP)—individual 

schedule #’s associated with the model runs are indicated in parentheses in the table 

below.  Scenario 4 incorporated a 1°F buffer to account for daily and weekly average 

temperatures that may exceed the 65°F target at Watt Avenue (i.e., M-50% + buffer).   

 

 Maximum 

Temperature 

Target (°F) 

(schedule #) 

Shutters 

reserved for 

Fall-Run (Y/N) 

End-of-

Sept. CWP 

vol. (TAF) 

EOS Folsom 

Storage 

(TAF) 

Forecast (type)1 

Scenario 1 66 Y 108 531 M-50% 

Scenario 2 65 N 63 531 M-50% 

Scenario 3 65 (#14) N 85 531 M-50%  

Scenario 4 65 (#20) N 71 531 M-50% (+ buffer) 
1 

modified 50% exceedence = M-50 

1°F buffer is factored into the model = (+ buffer) 

   

The group discussed the 1°F temperature buffer and agreed that this was a reasonable 

implementation of ATSP.  Brian Ellrott indicated that he would need to discuss the 

results of the temperature model runs with Garwin Yip as he is in charge of RPA 

activities that this has bearing on.   
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Next Meeting 
 

Date:  Tuesday, 22 June 2010 

 

Location: Central Valley Operations Office     

  3310 El Camino Ave. 

  Sacramento, CA 95821 

  

Room:  302 

 

Time:  1:00 PM 

 

Notes by: Bonnie Van Pelt 
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American River Operations Group 
DRAFT Meeting Notes 
Date 22 June 2010 
 
Attendees 
Bonnie Van Pelt, Russ Yaworsky (Central Valley Operations), Thomas Fitzhugh, and 
Carol Nicolos, Reclamation; Brian Ellrott, NMFS; Nick Hindman and Beth Campbell, 
USFWS; Paul Olmstead, SMUD; Felix E. Smith, SARA; Rod Hall, Water Forum; 
Ronald Pang, City of Sacramento.                              . 
 
Handouts 

• Upper American River Project (UARP) precipitation measured at Fresh Pond for 
water year 2010; 

• Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date June 22, 2010); link is 
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf; 

• 90 and 50% exceedence forecast (End-of Month storage and lake elevation); 
• Temperature Summary for Folsom Lake and Lower American River for May and 

June, 2010 (through June 21st), including Folsom Lake Temperature Profile (June 
15, 2010); and 

• Preliminary Temperature Operation Plan Scenarios- June 22, 2010 
 
Fishery Update 
 
There were no fishery updates this month. 
 
Precipitation 
 
Paul Olmstead, reported the following in his Upper Basin update: 

• June precipitation as of 22 June is at 0.02 inches with the average for the month 
being 0.75 inches; this is 3% of the average for the month. 

• Monthly precipitation totals for the year are at 57.37 inches with the average 
being 57.61; this is approximately 103% of average so far for the year. 

• Reservoir storage is 97% of capacity and runoff is 97% of median.  The snowpack 
is still at 90%. 

• Current forecast is for some warming this week then a cooling back into the 80’s 
(mild for this time of year) and no precipitation.   

 
Operations 
 
Russ Yaworsky reported that current releases are at approximately 5,000 cfs and are 
scheduled to drop to 4,000 cfs by this Thursday, June 24th.  The 15-year median is 3,500 
cfs.  There may be a need to increase the flows back up to approximately 5,000 cfs in 
July to meet delta outflow requirements and deliveries (see 90% exceedence forecast 
HO). 
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Folsom storage is at 115% of the 15 year median meaning it is at 929,000 AF as of 22nd 
June—storage capacity in Folsom is at 96%.   
 
Shasta storage is looking much better than last year—4,350 TAF (114% of 15-year 
average). 
 
Temperature Management 
Water temperatures at Watt Avenue have been averaging approximately 55°F because of 
the cooler inflows.  All upper penstock temperature shutters were lowered as of April 
14th.  Four model runs (scenarios) looked at the possible ways to meet the 65°F 
temperature target based on 2001-2009 average weekly inflow temperatures.  Russ 
Yaworsky used a June 2010 modified 90% exceedence forecast for all four scenarios.  
Scenarios 3 and 4 are based on iCPMM model schedule #’s 10 and 19, respectively (see 
table below).  Scenario 4 incorporated a 1°F buffer to account for daily and weekly 
average temperatures above and below the 65°F target at Watt Avenue.  These scenarios 
are very similar to the ones presented to the group last month.   
 Maximum 

Temperature 
Target (°F) 
(schedule #) 

Shutters 
reserved for 
Fall-Run (Y/N) 

End-of-
Sept. CWP 
vol. (TAF) 

EOS Folsom 
Storage 
(TAF) 

Forecast (type)1 

Scenario 1 66 Y 134 502 M-90% 
Scenario 2 65 N 92 501 M-90% 
Scenario 3 64 (#10) N 94 501 M-90%  
Scenario 4 65 (#19) N 94 501 M-90% (+ buffer)2 
1  modified 90% exceedence = M-90 
2 1°F buffer is factored into the model = (+ buffer) 
 
Brian Ellrott indicated that NMFS accepts Scenario 1 (66°F target throughout the 
temperature season), to enable one last temperature shutter pull for fall-run Chinook 
salmon (no other scenario allowed for this last shutter pull).  The group discussed the 
higher releases that are forecasted for the summer months (see 90% exceedence forecast 
HO).  Consistent with the Reasonable and Prudent Alternative in the CVP/SWP 
Biological Opinion, Brian asked that discretionary releases be identified and accounted 
for in the Annual Temperature Management Plan (Plan).  The Plan was submitted in 
May, initially; discretionary delivery options would need to be resubmitted in a revised 
Plan.  . 
 
In the NMFS Biological Opinion (BO) (June 4, 2009) it states if the temperature exceeds 
65°F at Watt Avenue for three consecutive days or if the temperature rises 3°F in one day 
then the ARG would have to meet to discuss options for what to do to get into 
compliance.  NMFS agreed to get back to Reclamation on how they would approach the 
exceedence of the daily target once temperatures warm up in the range of the target 
temperature (65°F), and in consideration of this accepted baseline target of 66°F.  The 
group also discussed the priority that is stated in the BO to use of the lowest water 
temperature control shutters to achieve the water temperature requirement for steelhead, 
and thereafter to provide cold water for fall-run Chinook salmon spawning.  
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Other 
 
Brian Ellrott indicated that his replacement will be Gary Sprague.  Welcome Gary— we 
will miss you Brian.  
 
The Sailor Bar gravel augmentation project is moving ahead even though cultural 
resources issues have not been resolved.  A decision will have to be made regarding the 
issues soon in order to get contractor response on bids in time to begin construction on 
schedule. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
Date:  Thursday, July 22, 2010 
 
Location: Central Valley Operations Office     
  3310 El Camino Ave. 
  Sacramento, CA 95821 
 
Room:  302 
 
Time:  1:00 PM 
 
Notes by: Carol Nicolos and Bonnie Van Pelt 
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American River Operations Group 
DRAFT Meeting Notes 
Date 22 July 2010 
 
Attendees 
Bonnie Van Pelt, Russ Yaworsky (Central Valley Operations), Thomas Fitzhugh, Josh 
Israel, Claire Hsu, and Carol Nicolos, Reclamation; Brian Ellrott and Gary Sprague, 
NMFS; Nick Hindman and Beth Campbell, USFWS; Colin Purdy, DFG; Rod Hall, Water 
Forum; Paul Olmstead, SMUD; Dave Ford, NCCFFF; and Gary Estes, American River 
Watershed Institute                              . 
 
Handouts 

• Upper American River Project (UARP) precipitation measured at Fresh Pond for 
water year 2010; 

• Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date July 22, 2010); link is 
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf; 

• Temperature Summary for Folsom Lake and Lower American River, June 2010 
and July 1 – 21 2010, including Folsom Lake Temperature Profile (July 19, 
2010); and 

• Preliminary Temperature Operation Plan Scenarios based on preliminary 50% 
exceedence outlook and 2001-2009 average weekly inflow temperature- July 22, 
2010 
 

Fishery Update 
There were no fishery updates this month.  Rod Hall reported that the gravel 
augmentation work at Sailor Bar will begin (in-river) September 13-24th.  He stated that 
flows less than 2,000 cfs would be optimal.  Through this effort, Reclamation will place 
10,000 tons of gravel at lower Sailor Bar.  They will also be placing rock in the incised 
channel—rewatering of the side channel.   
 
Precipitation 
Paul Olmstead, reported the following in his Upper Basin update: 

• July precipitation as of 22 July is at 0.00 inches with the average for the month 
being 0.19 inches; this is 0% of the average for the month. 

• Water year totals to date are 57.37 inches with the average being 56.28 inches 
(102% of average to date).  We are at 100% of the entire water year average of 
57.61 inches. 

• Reservoir storage is 97% of capacity with an historical average storage of 86%.  
One year ago, we had 95% capacity.   

• Runoff into the reservoir basins is 103% of the median through July 18.  
Snowpack is currently at 59% of average at selected snow sensors.   

• Runoff is receding to normal base flow rates and the weather looks clear and 
warm with no anticipated thundershower activity expected this week. 

 
Operations 
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Russ Yaworsky reported that releases for the month of July have been approximately 
4,000 cfs until today when they were increased to 4,500 cfs because of downstream 
demands.  Russ expects releases to be maintained to this level into early August.  Storage 
is at approximately 825,000 AF as of midnight last night which is 117% of the 15-year 
average; last year Folsom was at 681,000 AF at this time.  Water storage is higher than 
average, in the Upper Basin, as well; Shasta is at approximately 4 MAF of storage (118% 
of the 15-year average) compared to 2.5 MAF last year.  The Feather River and New 
Melones are still below normal. 
 
Temperature Management 
The temperature summary profile for Watt Avenue (see HO) shows temperatures below 
62°F for most of the month of July.  In June, temperatures averaged 58°F due to the mild 
temperatures experienced in the Sacramento Valley.   The upper temperature shutters on 
penstock Unit #1 were raised on July 21st in anticipation of blending operations 
beginning the weekend of July 24th.   
 
We are currently operating to a mean daily temperature at Watt Avenue of 66°F, as per 
the Temperature Management Plan that was submitted to National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS).  The temperature scenarios outlined below are tracking close to the 
scenarios presented at the June ARG meeting and are based on the July 19th profile run 
using a 50% exceedance outlook forecast (see HO).  Scenarios 3 and 4 are based on 
iCPMM modeling runs and the schedule numbers that correspond are noted in the first 
column of the table below:  
 
Summary of Temperature Plan Scenarios 
 Maximum 

Temperature 
Target (°F) 
(schedule #) 

Shutters 
reserved for 
Fall-Run (Y/N) 

End-of-
Sept. CWP 
vol. (TAF) 

EOS Folsom 
Storage 
(TAF) 

Forecast (type)1 

Scenario 1 66 Y 122 567 M-50% 
Scenario 2 65 N 86 567 M-50% 
Scenario 3 65 (#14) N 111 567 M-50%  
Scenario 4 65 (#20) N 85 567 M-50% (+ buffer)2 
1  modified 50% exceedence = M-50 
2 1°F buffer is factored into the model = (+ buffer) 
 
As seen in the table above, Scenario #1 is the only profile that would reserve the lower 
set of shutters for fall-run Chinook salmon spawning.  Russ explained that we could 
accomplish Scenario #2, but the shutters would not be reserved for fall-run.  The 
scenarios included a graphic to show the week that a lower shutter may need to be raised 
(see individual scenarios in HO).  In all three scenarios (#’s 2-4) where the shutters are 
not able to be reserved the lower shutters would need to be raised again prior to the onset 
of fall-run Chinook spawning.  Russ is anticipating flows for September to approximate 
the Flow Management Standard at between 2,000-2,500 cfs. 
 
Other 
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A concern was raised regarding fishermen wading into the stream where fish are 
spawning.  Dave Ford wanted to know if we could put ropes out similar to what other 
states do in addition to signs asking people not to wade into the spawning area.  Rod Hall 
mentioned that there are signs out at Sailor Bar currently. 
 
Brian Ellrott introduced his replacement, Gary Sprague. Gary’s responsibilities will 
include the American River and up to the Feather River.  Brian clarified the concern 
raised at last month’s meeting regarding the fact that we are not currently going to be able 
to meet the temperature criteria in the BO (65° F at Watt Avenue) and that the 
recommended target of 66° F (Annual Temperature Management Plan) would be our  
target during the current temperature season for purposes of the exceedance criteria; i.e., 
coordination on how to bring temperature back into compliance is triggered when there is 
a 1° F exceedance for three consecutive days, or a 3° F exceedance for one day as per the 
June 4, 2009 Biological Opinion  Brian also said NMFS would need to see discretionary 
deliveries identified in the Plan as early in the season as possible to ensure that these can 
be a consideration if the forecast shows we will not meet the temperature target. Russ and 
Brian discussed the remedy for this in the current Plan and decided that a discussion of 
the discretionary/non-discretionary deliveries would need to be included and an 
explanation of how the temperature forecast is based on the final allocations made in 
May/June and used to complete the temperature season modeling runs and projections.    
 
Paul Olmstead raised the group’s awareness about the release of the State Water 
Resources Control Board Delta Flow Criteria Draft Report, which was released on July 
21st.  He recommended that everyone read the report as it may have an impact on LAR 
flows and temperatures.   
 
Post-meeting Update 
 
Paul Olmstead sent the group the link to the Delta Flow Criteria Draft Report via email:  
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/deltaflow/d
ocs/draft_report072010.pdf. 
 
After the discussion regarding flows in the LAR during September when the gravel 
augmentation project will be done, Rod followed up with Dave Leitaker, DFG, who will 
be operating the equipment.  Dave said that doing the work at 2,000 – 2,500 cfs is 
probably ok, but that anything higher would be problematic. Hopefully, flows will not 
exceed this range, and will preferably be a little lower. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
Date:  Tuesday, August 24, 2010 
 
Location: Central Valley Operations Office     
  3310 El Camino Ave. 
  Sacramento, CA 95821 
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Room:  302 
 
Time:  1:00 PM 
 
Notes by: Bonnie Van Pelt and Carol Nicolos 

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com

Will Van Pelt
Text Box



























Will Van Pelt
Text Box

Will Van Pelt
Text Box
Water Forum





Draft ARG meeting notes                     24 August 2010                                          1 

American River Operations Group 

DRAFT Meeting Notes 

Date 24 August 2010 

 

Attendees 
Bonnie Van Pelt, Russ Yaworsky (Central Valley Operations), Claire Hsu, John Hannon, 

Louis Moore and Carol Nicolos, Reclamation; Gary Sprague, NMFS; Nick Hindman and 

Dan Cox, USFWS; Paul Olmstead, SMUD; Robert Vincik, CDFG; Mike Laing, 

NCFF/GBF; Rod Hall, Water Forum; Jerry Toenyes, Northern California Power Agency 

(NCPA); Jonas Minton, Planning and Conservation League (PCL); Brent ten Pas, NCPA; 

and Gary Estes, American River Watershed Institute                              . 

 

Handouts 

 August Agenda 

 Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date August 24, 2010); link is 

http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf; 

 Temperature Summary for Folsom Lake and Lower American River (through 

Aug. 23
rd

 and July 2010), including Folsom Lake Temperature Profile (August 

17, 2010); and 

 Preliminary Temperature Operation Plan Scenarios (50% exceedence outlook)– 

August 24, 2010 

 

Fishery Update 
Robert Vincik reported that the Nimbus Hatchery Fish Passage Project DEIR/DEIS 

would hopefully be released by end of September.  Through a contract with Reclamation 

and Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission Robert indicated that DFG would be 

working with Stan Allen the program manager to personnel for the fall carcass survey.   

 

Nick Hindman, Bruce Oppenheim, and John Hannon checked isolation pools for stranded 

fish when the releases were at 3,500 cfs; there were no cold water fish stranded.  The 

survey occurred on Wednesday, August 3rd in seven locations from Nimbus Dam to 

Paradise Beach.  The higher water temperatures (74° F) in these side channels likely 

encouraged avoidance by juvenile salmonids.  Nick noted a 6 inch difference in water 

level from 3,500 to 4,000 cfs.  Note: it was conceded that this drop in elevation probably 

was not attributed to the 500 cfs drop alone—no baseline measurement prior to the 

release change (communication after meeting with Bruce Oppenheim).   

 

The gravel augmentation project at lower Sailor Bar is scheduled to begin on September 

13
th

.   

 

Operations 
Russ Yaworsky reported that releases are currently at 1,750 cfs and this is expected to 

remain unchanged through Labor Day.  After Labor Day, the Flow Management Standard 

(FMS) drops to 1,500 cfs.  Since we have been able to meet Delta outflow requirements 

and depletions have been low due to the mild weather conditions, we will likely remain at 

1,500 through October.  Russ indicated that he believed the flows would be 

http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf
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approximately 2,000 cfs from November-December based on the information he has thus 

far regarding end-of-September storages.  The FMS prescribes a Four Reservoir Index 

(FRI), which is calculated as the combined end-of-September storage in four reservoirs  

French Meadows, Union Valley, Hell Hole, and Folsom Reservoirs.  The mean monthly 

release (projected) through August is approximately 2,600 cfs.   

 

Robert Vincik presented a concern regarding the release cut to 1,500 cfs after Labor Day.  

Rob Titus had relayed that the length of the flow decrease to 1,500 cfs would possibly 

expose juvenile steelhead rearing habitat forcing these fish into areas where they would 

be more vulnerable to predation.  Robert agreed to discuss the time frame for the release 

change with Rob after the meeting; i.e., what is the critical time frame to provide 

protection for juvenile steelhead rearing?   

 

Folsom Reservoir storage was approximately 669,000 AF as of midnight August 23
rd

, 

which is 110% of the 15-year average (see Daily CVP Water Supply Report HO).  Shasta 

storage is approximately 3.6 million AF; 122% of the 15-year average.  End-of-

September storage is expected to be approximately 610,000 AF.  Because of high carry-

over storage, there is a higher probability that releases may exceed power plant capacity 

(approximately 5,000 cfs with the Unit 2 outage) this coming rain/flood season.  Northern 

Central Valley Project storage is nearly twice that of last year at 7.5 million AF (i.e., 

105% of the 15-year average). 

 

Temperature Management 

Temperatures at Watt Avenue have averaged 63.6° for August (see temperature summary 

HO).  Three pairs of temperature shutters have been raised since the July meeting.  In the 

coming months we may start blending more from penstock unit 3.  Russ projected that 

there is a 50/50 chance that a pair of lower shutters would need to be raised prior to 

Chinook salmon spawning.  Reclamation is currently operating according to a 66° F 

temperature target at Watt Avenue (see Scenario # 1).  The four temperature scenarios 

included in the HOs were based on the August 17
th

 temperature profile and are 

summarized below.  Scenarios 1 and 2 were inputted manually.  Scenarios 3 and 4 are 

based on iCPMM computer-generated modeling runs and the schedule numbers that 

correspond are noted in the first column of the table below in parentheses.   

  

 Maximum 

Temperature 

Target (°F)  

Shutters 

reserved for 

Fall-Run (Y/N) 

End-of-

Sept. CWP 

vol. (TAF) 

EOS Folsom 

Storage 

(TAF) 

Forecast (type)1 

Scenario 1 66 Y 129 613 M-50% 

Scenario 2 65 N 112 613 M-50% 

Scenario 3 65 (#15) N 122 613 M-50%  

Scenario 4 65 (#19) N 102 613 M-50% (+ buffer)2 
1  

modified 50% exceedence = M-50 
2 

1°F buffer is factored into the model = (+ buffer) 
 
  

The model results for the temperature operation scenarios were very close to what was 

described last month.  Once again, temperature Scenario 1 has an increased probability in 
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comparison to the other three scenarios, that a lower pair of shutters could be reserved for 

fall run Chinook salmon spawning.  All scenarios incorporate a 1,750 cfs release through 

October.     

 

Other 
 

The El Dorado Water and Power Authority (EDWPA) proposed a supplemental water 

rights project as per its El Dorado-SMUD Cooperation Agreement.  The proposed project 

is to establish permitted water rights allowing diversion of water (up to 40,000 AF) for 

consumptive use from the American River basin to meet planned future water demands in 

the El Dorado Irrigation District and the Georgetown Divide Public Utility District 

service areas, as well as other areas located within El Dorado County that are outside of 

these service areas.  Robert Vincik indicated that CDFG will be providing comments on 

the Draft Environmental Impact Report for this supplemental water rights project.   

 

Post-meeting update 

Reclamation will also be providing comments on EDWPA supplemental water rights 

project.   

 

We met to discuss flow reduction options after Labor Day.  Russ explained the reasons 

that a reduction to a flow of 1,500 cfs (vs. staying at 1,750 cfs) would be advantageous 

from an operations standpoint (increased cold water pool storage and Reservoir reserve 

going into November).  Reservoir inflow is extremely low (90% exceedence).  The 

fishery agencies’ representatives agreed with a reduction to 1,500 cfs through September 

with a reassessment of the temperature conditions and inflows as per the updated profiles 

presented at the September ARG meeting. 

 

Flows have been proposed to be dropped to 1,000 cfs to install the hatchery weir pickets.  

This would be for a short duration (about 6 hours). 

 

 

Next Meeting 
 

Date:  Thursday, September 30, 2010 

 

Location: Central Valley Operations Office     

  3310 El Camino Ave. 

  Sacramento, CA 95821 

 

Room:  302 

 

Time:  1:00 PM 

 

Notes by: Bonnie Van Pelt and Carol Nicolos  
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American River Operations Group 

DRAFT Meeting Notes 

Date 30 September 2010 

 

Attendees 
Bonnie Van Pelt, Russ Yaworsky (Central Valley Operations), Claire Hsu, John Hannon, 

Josh Israel, and Carol Nicolos, Reclamation; Gary Sprague, NMFS; Nick Hindman and 

Beth Campbell, USFWS; Paul Olmstead, SMUD; Rob Titus, DFG; Mike Laing, 

NCCFFF; Felix Smith, SARA; and Rod Hall, Water Forum. 

 

Handouts 

 September Agenda 

 Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date September 30, 2010); link is 

http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf; 

 Temperature Summary for Folsom Lake and Lower American River September 1 

– 29, and August 2010, including Folsom Lake Temperature Profile (September 

20, 2010); and 

 Preliminary Temperature Operation Plan Scenarios 50% exceedence outlook – 

September 30, 2010  

 

Fishery Update 
Robert Vincik reported prior to the meeting that they are currently installing screw traps 

at Knights Landing; will check for fish on October 5th.  Screw traps at Moulton and 

Tisdale Weirs have been fishing since July and have not seen any emigrating salmon to 

date.  The carcass survey is scheduled to begin October 18, so DFG plans to have Pacific 

States Marine Fisheries Commission staff hired and outfitted by that time.   

 

Precipitation 

Paul Olmstead reported the following in his Upper Basin precipitation update: 

 September precipitation through 0700 hours 08/27/2010 is 0.01‖, which is 1% of 

the September average of 0.98‖. 

 Precipitation for the water year to date is 57.38‖ and is 100% of average to date 

(56.51‖) and 100% of the entire water year average of 57.61‖. 

 Reservoir storage is 73% of capacity.  Historical average storage is 61%.  Last 

year at this time we were at 71% capacity.   

 Runoff into the storage reservoir basins is 0% of median to date through 

September 27, and the snowpack is 0% of average at selected snow sensors.  In 

terms of the outlook, runoff is base flow.   

 Temperature outlook:  It will be unseasonably warm the next few days.  There is 

no anticipated precipitation or thunderstorm activity this week. 

 

Operations 
Russ Yaworsky reported that releases are currently at 1,500 cfs.  This is the prescribed 

Flow Management Standard (FMS) minimum flow for the month of October based on the 

Four Reservoir Index; i.e., end of September storage in French Meadows, Union Valley, 

http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf
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Hell Hole, and Folsom Reservoirs.  According to the Daily CVP Water Supply Report 

HO: 

 Folsom Reservoir storage is approximately 625,000 AF; 114% of the 15-year 

average.   

 Shasta Reservoir storage is approximately 3.3 million AF; 125% of the 15-year 

average.    

 North Central Valley Project storage is 7.1 million AF; 107% of the 15-year 

average.   

 

FMS flows are prescribed to increase to 2,000 cfs in November and December.  

According to Russ, we are on target to hit the bottom of the flood pool elevation (~426 

feet) by mid-November (see http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/data/Sep50b2.pdf). 

 

Folsom Unit Outages 

Expected Folsom outages: 

 Unit 2 outage will occur from September 11, 2010 – May 2011 for unit uprating 

and transformer replacement.  This outage will not affect temperatures, but 

reduces release capabilities from 8,000 to 5,000 cfs through the powerhouse. 

 Unit 1 outage to replace the transformer has been rescheduled for January 1, 

2011, through February 4, 2011, and will further reduce releases from 5,000 to 

2,500 cfs.  If required, release greater than 2,500 cfs will be through the spillway 

or river outlets. 

 Unit 1 WAPA line outage will occur from October 25 through November 5.  

During the line outage, the unit will be operating at no-load, or at a constant 

release of about 250 cfs. 

 Unit 3 should be available through next spring. 

 

Temperature Management 

Russ reported that penstock unit 1’s upper shutter is currently raised and unit 3 has the 

upper and middle shutters raised in blending operations.  The average temperature at 

Watt Avenue is 64.7° F as of September 29th.  Russ plans to keep the shutters in this 

general configuration until outage occurs on Unit 1.   

 

Russ completed one temperature modeling run for the remaining months of the year— 

50% exceedence outlook ―Preliminary Temperature Operation Plan‖ HO.  Modeling 

results beyond early October are unreliable; thus Russ will use Folsom Lake storage, cold 

water pool volume, and penstock shutter configurations at the end of September to help 

project fall conditions.  End of September storage is projected to be approximately 

624,000 AF with a cold water pool volume of 132,000 AF.  In coordination with the 

WAPA line outage, and if conditions warrant, Russ anticipates raising the lower shutter 

of Unit 1 on or about October 25th, for fall-run Chinook salmon spawning.  Due to the 

cold water pool volume and storage conditions, there is no anticipated need for a power 

bypass this year. 

 

General Discussion 
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Rob Titus commented on the conditions being favorable for us to possibly increase flows 

to 1,750 cfs to optimize juvenile steelhead rearing success. Rob’s rationale for requesting 

the flow increase is that there are favorable conditions this year and he’d like to see a 

high probability of survival in the existing population to ensure a strong year class.  Gary 

Sprague asked Rob if there had been any indication of stress in the fish population that 

would lead us to conclude the fish are being limited by habitat availability/temperatures. 

Rob hadn’t heard of any incidences of the lower-intestinal bacterial infection ―rosy anus,‖ 

which would suggest thermal stress.  However, he agreed to check in with the hatchery to 

see if there had been any instances of the bacterial infection noted in recent weeks.  Russ 

explained that the savings in carryover storage (15,000 AF)—resulting from flows at 

1,500 cfs for the months of September and October, would help to ensure adequate cold 

water pool storage and Reservoir reserve going into November.  Nick Hindman agreed to 

ask the members of the B2it group next week whether it would be possible to support 

additional flows (250 cfs above 1,500 cfs) down the American River from the B2 water 

account.   

 

When asked whether DFG planned to do any monitoring for juvenile steelhead this year, 

Rob Titus explained that DFG had already obligated funds/personnel to a hooking 

mortality study scheduled to begin next summer.  The three year study proposes to look 

at hooking mortality as a function of water temperature-- both hatchery and wild fish will 

be tagged acoustically.  Rob Titus also mentioned Robert Chase's application for a DFG 

scientific collecting permit to acoustically tag steelhead smolts at Nimbus Hatchery.  The 

group agreed that Robert should present the proposal to the ARG, minimally for 

informational purposes and coordination, given the clearinghouse function of the group 

for studies addressing operational questions related to the LAR. 

 

Rod Hall provided an update on the gravel augmentation project that was completed at 

the end of September.  Rod explained that they had designed a rearing channel and 

spawning channel.  They ended up running short on gravel by approximately 10-20%.  In 

total, there were approximately 10,000 tons of gravel was used for spawning and another 

5,000 tons for the rearing channels.  

 

Next Meeting—Please note change in date and time 

 

Date:  Monday, November 1, 2010 

 

Location: Central Valley Operations Office     

  3310 El Camino Ave. 

  Sacramento, CA 95821 

 

Room:  302 

 

Time:  2:00 PM 

 

Notes by: Bonnie Van Pelt and Carol Nicolos 
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