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American River Operations Group 
DRAFT Meeting Notes 
Date 18 June 2009 
 
Attendees
Bonnie Van Pelt, Russ Yaworsky, and Carol Nicolos, Reclamation; Jeanine Phillips and 
Robert Vincik, DFG; Felix Smith, SARA; Nick Hindman, FWS; Brian Ellrott, NMFS; 
and Roland Pang, City of Sacramento. 
 
Handouts

• Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date June 18, 2009); link is 
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf 

• Temperature Operation Plan Scenarios – June 18, 2009; based on June 90% 
exceedence outlook and 2001-2008 mean weekly inflow temperature. 

• Summary for Folsom Lake and Lower American River – June 2009 
 
Fishery Update
With the expected water releases to be over 4,000 cfs and then dropping back below this 
threshold some time later in the summer Robert Vincik suggested we may have to revisit 
the isolation pools, checking for possible fish stranding.  Robert asked if releases in July 
can be maintained at the 4,000 cfs level with August releases being a little higher than 
forecasted to even the releases out.  Russ Yaworsky replied that releases may end up 
being adjusted in such a way, but it will depend upon delta exports. 
 
Operations
Russ Yaworsky reported releases were 1,750 cfs at Nimbus with the 15 year median 
being 3,400 cfs.  Folsom Reservoir storage is above 90% of capacity; this is 112% of 15 
year average storage (918,000 AF).  Release amounts will be increased to 2,500 cfs in 
two steps beginning June 20, 2009 to help meet demands and Delta outflow 
requirements.  It is possible the releases will be going to 3,500 – 4,000 cfs by next week.  
The end of May storage for Folsom is 933,000 AF and end-of-September storage is 
expected to be near 490,000 AF.  Shasta storage is still low, so more water is expected to 
come from Folsom to meet demands this year. 
 
Brian Ellrott expressed that he’d benefit from a presentation to explain the basics on how 
projections are made regarding CVO’s release schedules (i.e., Delta Requirements, CVP 
M & I deliveries, etc.).  
 
Temperature  
Temperature shutters are in and ready to go when needed.  Under the 67 ºF temperature 
target at Watt Avenue, the volume of cold water below 60 ºF is estimated to be120,000 
AF by the end of September.  Temperature target scenarios (66º and 67ºF at Watt 
Avenue) were submitted to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).  As a result 
of unexpected precipitation in May the current Temperature Operation Plan scenario is to 
target water temperatures of 67ºF at Watt Avenue; this allows the target to be met 
through the temperature operation season with the possibility of reserving the lowest set 
of shutters for fall-run Chinook salmon. 
 
There was discussion with regard to how the recently released Biological Opinion might 
alter CVO operations.  Brian Ellrott stated that the Reasonable and Prudent Alternatives 
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are flexible with regard to maintaining the temperature target; whereas, the process that’s 
defined in the Biological Opinion includes discussions at the ARG to determine what 
temperatures can be attained with repeat updates to the status of operations to revise the 
Temperature Management Plan, if necessary.  Ideally, the temperature target would be 
65ºF or colder, but because of today’s water supply issues it is understood that a 67 ºF 
target is likely the coldest target that can be achieved for steelhead over summer rearing 
in 2009, while also preserving cold water to support fall-run Chinook salmon 
immigration and spawning.  The idea is for the ARG to arrive at a consensus on what 
temperature target is acceptable given the current conditions (hydrology and storage).  
 
General
Temperature analyses are performed monthly throughout the temperature operation 
season. 
 
Russ announced that there will be a power plant test on June 23; it is a Folsom black-start 
test, so all releases will be through Nimbus spillway gates during that time.  Hatchery 
personnel received an email notifying them of the test and test time. 
 
 
Next Meeting
 
Date:  Thursday, 23 July 2009 
 
Location: Central Valley Operations Office  
  3310 El Camino Ave. 
  Sacramento, CA 95821 
 
Room:  302 
 
Time:  1300 
 
Notes by: Carol Nicolos and Bonnie Van Pelt 
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American River Operations Group 
DRAFT Meeting Notes 
Date 23 July 2009 
 
Attendees
Bonnie Van Pelt, Russ Yaworsky and Carol Nicolos, BOR; Jeanine Phillips and Robert 
Vincik, DFG; Nick Hindman, FWS; Brian Ellrott, NMFS, Roland Pang, City of 
Sacramento; Rod Hall, Water Forum; Gary Estes, ARWI; Paul Olmstead, SMUD and 
Tom Boardman, SLDMWA. 
 
Handouts

• Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date July 23, 2009); link is 
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf 

• Temperature Operation Plan Scenarios – July 23, 2009; based on July 90% 
exceedence outlook (http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/data/Jul90b2.pdf) and 2001-
2008 mean weekly inflow temperature. 

• Summary for Folsom Lake and Lower American River – July 2009 
• USGS Fair Oaks Flow gage data  

 
Fishery Update
Robert Vincik reported that currently there are no fisheries monitoring efforts.  Jeanine 
Phillips said that DFG checked to see if the pile driving construction activities associated 
with the Hazel Avenue widening project were affecting steelhead.  Steelhead fingerlings 
were sent to the DFG Fish Health lab and they determined there were no impacts to the 
fish from noise.  DFG placed steelhead in cages/live cars under the bridge, near the 
entrance to the fish ladder, near the hatchery outfall, and 100 yards down from the weir.  
Only a couple fish fatalities were discovered and they may not have been a result of the 
construction. The construction should be completed by October 1-15 2009. 
 
Operations
Russ Yaworsky reported Folsom storage at 97 percent of the 15-year average (674,000 
AF).  On the 7th of July the upper temperature shutter of penstock unit 3 was raised for 
temperature management and on 22nd of July flows were reduced from 5,000 cfs to 3,000 
cfs for removal of some woody debris that had proven to be a hazard for boaters.  Flows 
were ramped up to 5,000 cfs by 4:00 PM yesterday (Average monthly releases of 5,000 
cfs for July—see 90% exceedance HO).     
 
Rod Hall indicated that the Gravel Augmentation Project is set to take place in mid-
August with ideal releases being 2,500 cfs during that time.  Russ indicated that this 
release amount shouldn’t be a problem as long as the temperature target of 67º is being 
maintained.  (A release of 2,500 cfs is consistent with meeting the temperature target; 
however, it was not stated that releases would be at 2,500 cfs by mid-August.) 
 
Brian Ellrott expressed that Reclamation should show how they plan on keeping flows as 
constant as possible around the 4,000 cfs flow threshold specified in the NMFS 
Biological Opinion.  If operations require flows above 4,000 cfs, Brian recommended 
they remain at that level for a few days rather than jumping above and below the 4,000 
cfs threshold.  Brian noted that the projected releases of 1,200 cfs in September seemed 
kind of low --- is there a way to implement rules regarding limits on high and low cfs?  

http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/data/Jul90b2.pdf
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Russ said that was a good question.  The projections are based on a monthly model of 
“current” conditions which are in constant flux. 
 
The scheduled transfer of 20,000 AF of PCWA Middle Fork Project water to San Diego 
County Water Authority may begin soon. 
 
Temperature  
Russ Yaworsky reported that the Temperature Management Plan target of 67ºF is still 
likely to be maintained throughout the season. The average temperature at Watt Avenue 
was 63.3º F.  We are targeting temperatures not to exceed 67º F, which may require 
higher releases from shutter unit 3 to begin blending operations (starting to tap into 
warmer water).  At issue, is how much volume with remain in the cold water pool by the 
end of September; i.e., projected end of September reservoir storage of 490,000 AF and 
cold water pool volume of 120,000 AF.  Demands in the system over the summer months 
and inflow amounts all affect the outcome of the actual reservoir and cold water pool 
storage levels.  Weather and other variables will play a role in whether we can maintain 
the temperature target; if not, the last pair of temperature may be used.  If a power bypass 
is necessary this year to support Chinook salmon spawning it can be implemented. 
 
Brian Ellrott stated we should anticipate the need for a bypass to eliminate any 
scheduling issues.  Russ indicated that if a bypass is required it would be implemented 
around early November. 
 
General
The group agreed that the next flow reduction to 3,500 cfs would warrant monitoring of 
the isolation pools.  Brain Ellrott indicated that the threshold flow in the NMFS BO is 
based on the 2001 DFG isolation pool report and the subsequent evaluation in 2004.  
Brian wondered what data we had now to support this threshold flow.  Nick Hindman 
thought we should examine the seasonality of fish activity in conjunction with flow 
fluctuations. 
 
Rod Hall stated one potential problem with the gravel augmentation project is that 
clearance has not been granted as of yet so there is a slight possibility of a delay to mid-
September.  The project will put 9,000 tons of gravel downstream from the Sailor Bar site 
that was augmented last year.  The gravel is intended to support Chinook salmon 
spawning, but steelhead also like it. 
 
Russ confirmed a flow gage issue at the Lake Natoma penstocks, as per Rod Hall’s 
notification earlier in the week (see flow gage data in HO).  Operators were notified on 
22 July and are looking into the problem. 
 
USGS forwarded a message to Russ regarding the possibility that they may need to move 
the AFD gage due to the spillway construction.  Russ stressed the need to maintain our 
ability to measure the release temperatures out of Folsom—not surface temperatures on 
Lake Natoma. 
 
There will be a release out of the Nimbus spillway gates to clean the trash racks next 
week (18 hour period).  Flows will be maintained at 5,000 cfs total.     
 
Next Meeting 
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Date:  Thursday, 27 August 2009 
 
Location: Central Valley Operations Office  
  3310 El Camino Ave. 
  Sacramento, CA 95821 
 
Room:  302 
 
Time:  1300 
 
Notes by: Carol Nicolos and Bonnie Van Pelt 



AGENDA 
American River Group 

 
Date:  July 23, 2009  
Time:  1:00 PM 
Location: Central Valley Operations Office 
  3310 El Camino Ave. 
  Sacramento, CA 95821 
Room:  Room 302 
 
Update on Fish Monitoring – DFG 
 
Operations Forecast – USBR 
 
Temperature Management Plan - USBR 
 
Status Reports – Group 
 
Fair Oaks gage changes (July) – Water Forum question 
 
Schedule Next Meeting 
 
Adjourn 
 
 

























American River Operations Group 
DRAFT Meeting Notes 
Date 27 August 2009 
 
Attendees
Rob Schroeder, Bonnie Van Pelt, Russ Yaworsky, Liz Vasquez, Melissa Harris and Carol 
Nicolos, BOR; Jeanine Phillips and Robert Vincik, DFG; Nick Hindman and Beth 
Campbell, FWS; Roland Pang, City of Sacramento; Rod Hall, Water Forum; Gary Estes, 
ARWI; Paul Olmstead, SMUD; Felix Smith, SARA and Michael Vecchio, HDR. 
 
Handouts

• Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date August 27, 2009); link is 
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf 

• Temperature Operation Plan Scenarios – August 27, 2009; based on August 90% 
exceedence outlook and 2001-2008 mean weekly inflow temperature. 

• Summary for Folsom Lake and Lower American River (LAR) – August 2009 
• EPA Proposed Plan for OU-5 Clean-up (Aerojet General Superfund Site) 

 
Fishery Update
Jeanine Phillips surveyed the five pool sites designated as possible risk sites for incidence 
of salmonid isolation on Thursday, August 13th.  On this date, only the Paradise Beach 
site was completely isolated at 3,500 cfs.  Rod Hall then checked four of the pools at 
flows of 3,000 cfs, on Monday, August, 17th, and found that the pool at Lower Sunrise 
and the one at Watt Avenue were the only ones not isolated.  According to Jeanine, water 
temperatures varied from low 70s to the 80º F mark making it unlikely that fish, outside 
of warm water species would be located in any of the pools. 
 
Robert Vincik stated that the Knights Landing Carcass survey would be starting at the 
end of September and should last through the third week of October.  They are currently 
beginning the hiring process. 
 
Operations
Russ Yaworsky reported releases are currently at 3,000 cfs at Nimbus with additional 
reductions possible by next week.  Water storage in Folsom Reservoir as of August 26th, 
is 470,000 AF; 79% of the 15-year average.  Accumulated inflow for Folsom as of 
August 27th, is at 1,846 AF which is 64% of the 15-year average.  Precipitation for the 
year is averaging 89% for all locations. 
 
September releases will work nicely for the anticipated Gravel Augmentation Project, 
which is set to take place September 10th through September 25th.  Projected estimated 
releases for November (~1,500 cfs) will depend upon environmental conditions and 
project operations—after September, CVO uses a 70% inflow forecast. 
 
Temperature  
Russ indicated that there were two shutter changes this month for temperature blending 
operations (see Summary for Folsom Lake and LAR HO).  Average mean temperature is 
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just below 65º by tapping into the cold water pool.  Inflows have been between 1,500 and 
1,600 cfs.  Temperatures at the North Fork of the American River have dropped from 66º 
to 59.4ºF (as of August 26th). 
 
The latest Folsom Profile on August 21 was used for the temperature run.  Temperature 
operation plan scenarios still look good for maintaining the target temperature of 67 ºF at 
Watt Avenue.  At this point, it doesn’t look like all shutters will remain unused; at least 
one shutter may have to be lifted in September to maintain the 67º F temperature target.   
 
There is a good volume of cold water for the beginning of the upcoming season (above 
historical averages).  Therefore, there is still a chance that no power bypass will be 
needed for fall-run Chinook salmon spawning.  If it looks like temperatures will creep 
above the 67ºF temperature target some lower shutters may be raised. 
 
General
Due to reasonably mild summer conditions in California this year, power operations are 
lower this year.  
 
On September 8th, releases will be reduced to 500 cfs for removal of a kayak on the weir.  
If the removal cannot be completed within 1.5 hours levels will be ramped back up to 
2,000 cfs until a plan of action for removal of the kayak can be accomplished.  The weir 
replacement will occur after the removal of the kayak and may take upwards of two days; 
weir frames are being delivered from a nearby storage area, rather than picking them 
from a nice neat lineup under the cable.   
 
Bonnie passed out EPA’s Proposed Plan for OU-5 Cleanup (Aerojet General Superfund 
Site).  Bonnie stated this was for one phase of the superfund cleanup and that while the 
handout has the comment period listed as September 1, 2009 that has been extended to 
November 1, 2009.  It was asked that individuals forward the report around to those who 
may be interested in commenting on the Proposed Plan. 
 
The American River at Folsom Dam temperature station (i.e., AFD gage) is being 
permanently moved just down stream of Folsom Prison property.  Dave Robinson is 
organizing the relocation of the gage with the USGS contact.  This site was chosen due to 
the ease of access.  It was asked if both gages could be operating for a period of time for 
purposes of calibration.  Russ said he will check into it, but wasn’t sure it would be an 
option. 
 
As per Rod’s inquiry regarding a discrepancy between the Fair Oaks gage and what 
Reclamation reports at Nimbus Dam, Russ indicated that the problem stemmed from new 
equipment installation requiring new software.  The new software has arrived and is 
being installed.  Since the install, readings have returned to pre-fix conditions. 
 
It was suggested that the next meeting be conducted near the Gravel Augmentation site as 
this project will be on-going at that time.  Robert suggested we meet at DFG’s Region 2 
office. 
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Next Meeting
 
Date:  Tuesday, 22 September 2009 
 
Location: Department of Fish and Game 
  Region 2 office 
  1701 Nimbus Road 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
 
(Note: DFG’s Region 2 office is located on the American River Parkway 
off of Gold Country west of Hazel Avenue; turn down the 2nd driveway 
when traveling west past Hazel Avenue.) 
 

Time:  1300 
 
Notes by: Carol Nicolos and Bonnie Van Pelt 
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American River Operations Group 
DRAFT Meeting Notes 
Date 22 September 2009 
 
Attendees
Bonnie Van Pelt, Russ Yaworsky, John Hannon and Carol Nicolos, Reclamation; Jeanine 
Phillips and Robert Vincik, DFG; Nick Hindman, FWS; Felix E. Smith, SARA; Rod 
Hall, Water Forum; Gary Estes, ARWI; and Dave Ford, NCCFFF. 
 
Handouts

• Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date September 22, 2009); link is 
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf 

• Temperature Summary for Folsom Lake and Lower American River – September 
2009 (through the 21st) and August 2009 

• Folsom Lake Temperature Profile (September 21, 2009) 
• Temperature Operation Plan Scenarios – based on August 2009 90% exceedence 

forecast 
 
Fishery Update
Chinook salmon have been spotted in the Lower American River, according to John 
Hannon. 
 
Robert Vincik reported that the interviews for the carcass survey crews will begin 
tomorrow.  The actual carcass survey will begin about the 3rd week of October.  There 
were many more applicants this year so crew quality will be good. 
 
Operations
Russ Yaworsky reported releases are currently at 1,750 cfs.  Releases are expected to 
remain at or around this level for the remainder of September into October.  As of the 21st 
of September water storage at Folsom was 421,000 AF (76% of the 15-year average) —
storage was 450,000 AF at the beginning of the month.  Russ explained that we are 
operating to the Flow Management Standard (FMS) currently; however, releases would 
probably be the same due to requirements in the Delta.  The recent decrease in releases 
has also enabled us to conserve storage.  Accumulated inflow in Folsom is between 1,500 
and 1,750 TAF and water temperatures are fairly cool for this time of year. 
 
Temperature  
Penstock Unit 1 is currently off-line for scheduled maintenance.  This unit is expected to 
remain off-line until about the middle of October. 
 
The middle and lower sets of temperature shutters on Unit 3 were raised on September 
10th.  Currently, all shutters on Unit 3 are now raised for temperature blending 
operations.  Russ indicated that CVO is trying not to use Unit 3 too much in an effort to 
maintain cold water levels, but they are maintaining maximum efficiency on this unit; 
i.e., 25% of total releases used at Folsom.  Cold water pool storage is currently between 
60,000-65,000 AF; and is due in part to the temperature blending operations that are 
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helping to maintain water temperatures below the 67ºF target (see the Temperature 
Operation Plan Scenarios HO for the end-of-September forecast).  By the end of 
September, expected storage for Folsom is 410,000 AF with a cold water pool volume of 
55 TAF (below 60 ºF). 
 
The issue now is whether to proceed ahead in planning for a power bypass given the level 
of uncertainty regarding cold water pool (CWP) storage to support Chinook salmon 
spawning.  The CWP storage numbers this year are similar to the 2002 operations year 
when we also were border line in terms of CWP storage and the temperature target at 
Watt Avenue was roughly the same (see the Temperature Operation Plan Scenarios HO).  
The group recommended that we plan for a bypass this year, as well.  Robert Vincik 
stated that he would initiate the letter from DFG requesting a power bypass.  Russ 
indicated the bypass would more than likely occur sometime in late October to mid-
November. 
 
General
Russ reported that we lost the AFD gage on September 1 (see Temperature Summary 
HO).  A data logger was installed just downstream of the Folsom Prison on the same day, 
so there was little lapse in data (this data logger is tracking reasonably well). 
 
The Sailor Bar Gravel Augmentation Project is in process now and will be completed on 
September 25th.  After the scheduled meeting most participants walked over to the river 
and observed the gravel operations. 
 
Releases were reduced to approximately 850 cfs for removal of a kayak on the weir on 
September 9th.   
 
Next Meeting
 
Date:  Tuesday, 20 October 2009 
 
Location: Central Valley Operations Office     
  3310 El Camino Ave. 
  Sacramento, CA 95821 
  
Room:  302 
 
Time:  1300 
 
Notes by: Carol Nicolos and Bonnie Van Pelt 
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bate: 

AGENDA 
American River Group 

September 22,2009 

Ti me: 1:00 PM 
*Please note the change o f  location 
Location: bepartment of Fish and Game 

Region 2 of f  ice 
1701 Nimbus Road 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

(Note: DFG's Region 2 off ice is located on the American River 
Parkway o f f  of  Gold Country west of Hazel Avenue; turn down 
the 2nd driveway when traveling west past Hazel Avenue.) 

Update on Fish Monitoring - DFG 
Operations Forecast - USBR 

Temperature Management Plan - USBR 

Status Reports - Group 

Schedule Next Meeting 

American River Spawning Gravel project overview - meeting at Sailor Bar 
with John Hannon (USBR) (215 PM) 

Adjourn 

bvanpelt
Highlight
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American River Operations Group 
DRAFT Meeting Notes 
Date 20 October 2009 
 
Attendees 
Bonnie Van Pelt, Russ Yaworsky, Louis Moore and Carol Nicolos, BOR; Jeanine 
Phillips and Robert Vincik, DFG; Nick Hindman, Beth Campbell, Dan Cox, FWS; Felix 
E. Smith, SARA; Rod Hall, Water Forum; Mike Laing, Granite Bay Flycasters; Paul 
Olmstead, SMUD; Roland Pang, City of Sacramento; and Dave Ford, NCCFFF. 
 
Handouts 

• Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date October 20, 2009); link is 
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf 

• Summary for Folsom Lake and Lower American River – September 2009 and 
October 1-19, 2009 

• Folsom Lake Temperature Profile; October 9, 2009 
• Temperature Operation Plan Scenarios, October 20, 2009 

 
Fishery Update 
According to Robert Vincik, today was the first day of the Chinook salmon carcass 
survey.  In terms of the survey, there’s not much to report at this point as it is still pretty 
early in the run.  Any fish caught on the weir are tagged with flagging tape, so they aren’t 
counted again during the carcass survey.   
 
Operations 
Russ Yaworsky reported releases of 1,800 cfs at Nimbus.  Releases are expected to 
remain around that level for the remainder of October into November.  The minimum 
flow required at this time of year according to the Flow Management Standard is 1,790 
cfs (based on end-of-September four reservoir index).  There is no plan to decrease flows 
below the current 1,800 cfs.  As of October 20th, water storage in Folsom Reservoir is 
381,000 AF, 77% of the 15-year average.  Accumulated inflow in Folsom is at 62,000 
AF, credited in part to the recent rainstorm which dropped up to 10 inches of 
precipitation in some areas (see Daily CVP Water Supply Report HO).  The preliminary 
outlook for end-of-December storage is 225,000-230,000 AF (90% forecast). 
 
Paul Olmstead reported that the Upper Basin October precipitation through 0700 hours 
on October 14, 2009 was 3.58 inches; 124% of October average of 2.89 inches (see HO 
attached).  Precipitation for the 2010 water year is 3.58 inches, which is 6% of the yearly 
average of 57.62 inches.  Shasta Reservoir storage is at 65% of capacity.  Average 
historical storage is 57% for this time of year.  A year ago, we were at 63% capacity.  
Runoff into the storage upper reservoir basins is 152% of median through October 14.  
The runoff is receding rapidly from peak flows due to the storm last week.  Snowpack is 
0% of average at selected snow sensors.    
 
Temperature  
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Russ Yaworsky reported inflow temperatures of about 57ºF (North Fork of American 
River Station)—nice and cool.  Mixing is starting to occur in the lake, which is a good 
sign. 
 
Russ provided a status on the AFD Gage.  The AFD gage was removed and relocated just 
downstream of the Folsom Prison.  A data logger (tidbit) was installed in September, but 
unfortunately the data logger battery died on October 1st.  According to the data recorded 
on the logger, the temperature pattern seems to be tracking well with the previous 
location.   Russ checked with Dave Robinson (CCAO), and according to Dave the 
housing and conduit were installed on the 15th of October.  Russ indicated that the new 
AFD gage would provide data to the CA Data Exchange Center (CDEC) and the USGS.  
They are very close in comparison; however, CDEC does not eliminate erroneous 
readings so they are included in the daily averages. 
 
Power Bypass 
Robert Vincik indicated that a letter requesting a power bypass is currently circulating 
DFG for signature.  The letter requests temperatures of 58ºF or less at Hazel Avenue by 
November 13, 2009.  We discussed the possibility of raising the last set of shutters on 
Penstock Units 1 and/or 2, to further cool the river, prior to the anticipated power bypass.  
As of October 19th, all shutters on Penstock Unit 3 were raised until it was taken off-line 
for scheduled annual maintenance (through 19 November).  Releases on October 19th out 
of Folsom were estimated at 62ºF (See temperature summary HO).  Russ indicated we 
could probably achieve 59ºF at Hazel Avenue if we raise all shutters now.   The 
temperature compliance point is 67 ºF at Watt Avenue and that is what we are operating 
to.  We decided to have an agency conference call, including DFG, NMFS, and FWS 
representatives, to discuss the merits of raising the last pair of shutters prior to the power 
bypass and the preferred timing of the raise to conserve cold water.  Russ recalled that by 
this time last year all temperature shutters had already been raised.  The situation this 
year presents us with some added flexibility.  Russ projected that we would need to begin 
the power bypass on or about November 9th or 10th to achieve 58ºF at Hazel Avenue by 
November 13th.  There is approximately 30,000 AF of cold water accessible for a bypass 
this year (see Temperature Ops Plan scenarios summary HO).  Russ estimated that the 
power bypass would operate at approximately 1,000 AF per day for two to three weeks.   
 
Questions 

• Has anyone monitored the Yuba?  Robert Vincik responded that there is no active 
monitoring occurring on the Yuba right now.  Beth Campbell added that although 
DFG is not monitoring, Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission has been 
contracted to monitor the Yuba with Duane Massa (ex-DFG biologist) as crew 
leader.  Robert commented that the spawning season for Chinook salmon 
continues to get later and later in the year; spawning historically occurred around 
the beginning of October. 

 
• Nick Hindman asked what the new AFD gage would be called in CDEC.  Russ 

responded that the name would remain the same.   
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• Rod Hall wondered about the status of the Fair Oaks gage recalibration.  Russ 
indicated there hasn’ t been any word yet. 

 
 
Next Meeting 
 
Date:  Tuesday, 17 November 2009 
 
Location: Central Valley Operations Office     
  3310 El Camino Ave. 
  Sacramento, CA 95821 
 
Room:  302 
 
Time:  1300 
 
Notes by: Carol Nicolos and Bonnie Van Pelt 
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Van Pelt, Bonnie L

From: Paul Olmstead [polmste@smud.org]
Sent: Monday, October 19, 2009 8:44 AM
To: Van Pelt, Bonnie L
Subject: RE: ARG meeting; Tuesday, October 20th at CVO (1:00 PM)

 
Bonnie 
 
for the AROG meeting tomorrow --- 
 
October precipitation through 0700 hrs 10/141/09 is 3.58 in., which is 124% of the October average of 
2.89 in. Precipitation for the water year to date is 3.58 in. which is 6% of average and 6% of the entire 
water year average of 57.62 in. 
 
Reservoir storage is 65% of capacity. Historical average storage is 57%. A year ago, we were at 63% 
capacity. 
 
Runoff into the storage reservoir basins is 152% of median to date through October 14. The snowpack is 
0% of average at selected snow sensors. 
 
  
outlook 
 
 
The runoff is receding rapidly from the peak flows last week. 

  
  
  

 
 
Paul Olmstead 
Water and Power Resource Specialist 
Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
916-732-5716 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Bonnie Van Pelt [mailto:BVanPelt@usbr.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2009 8:54 AM 
To: Paul Olmstead 
Subject: ARG meeting; Tuesday, October 20th at CVO (1:00 PM) 
 
Hi all, 
 
Attached please find the meeting agenda for next Tuesday's ARG meeting at CVO.  Thanks. 
 
 
Bonnie Van Pelt 
 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Central CA Area Office 
phone:  916-989-7127 
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American River Operations Group 
DRAFT Meeting Notes 
Date 17 November 2009 
 
Attendees 
Bonnie Van Pelt, Russ Yaworsky and Carol Nicolos, BOR; Jeanine Phillips and Robert 
Vincik, DFG; Nick Hindman, FWS; Felix E. Smith, SARA; Rod Hall, Water Forum; 
Paul Olmstead, SMUD; Brian Ellrott, NMFS; Tom Boardman, SCDMWA; and Dave 
Ford, MCCFFF. 
 
Handouts 

• Daily CVP Water Supply Report (Run Date November 17, 2009); link is 
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/dayrpt.pdf 

• Summary for Folsom Lake and Lower American River –October-November 16, 
2009 

• Folsom Lake Temperature Profile; November 9, 2009 
• Change Order Email from Russ—discontinuing power bypass 

 
Fishery Update 
196 Chinook salmon have been counted in the carcass survey and 36 of these were coded 
wire tagged fish.  35 of those tagged fish are considered grilse. The survey is conducted 
in 3 mile segments:  75% of the fish were noted between the weir and El Manto, 
approximately 3 miles; 20% between El Manto and Goethe, approximately 3 miles; and 
between Goethe and Watt, approximately 6 miles (~4%).  Of the female carcasses 
processed approximately 1/3 were partially spawned and only one had not spawned at all.  
The first spawning fish were sighted on November 12th. Robert Vincik will send the 
carcass survey updates through email. 
 
Robert commented that the season seems to be getting later.  Possible reasons for this 
include higher temperatures, previous years of low flow conditions, and changing water 
conditions.  There are a lot more grilse this year compared to last year; this could mean 
there will be a good run next year.   
 
Upper Basin Update 
Paul Olmstead reported that a storm is expected to arrive on Friday; we could see up to 
one-inch of precipitation in the valley with snow in the Sierras (elevation 4,000 ft).  
Reservoir storage is 60% of capacity; historical average storage is 54%.  A year ago, we 
were at 61% capacity.  There has been 4.42 inches of precipitation to date, 66% of 
average (early in season).  The weather is expected to remain cool and dry for the most 
part. 
 
Operations 
Russ Yaworsky reported releases at 1,800 cfs and foresees these remaining steady 
through December.  This release level is consistent with the Flow Management Standard 
(FMS).  Beginning in January the FMS prescribes a cutback in releases of approximately 
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15%; i.e., ~ 1,500 cfs.  Any changes in releases between now and the next meeting in 
January will be communicated through change orders that are sent through the list serv.   
Folsom Reservoir storage is at 301,000 AF today, and assuming constant releases through 
December the end-of-December storage was estimated at 215,000 AF.  Last year the low 
point in storage was 199,000 AF in mid-December. 
 
Temperature 
Russ Yaworsky reported that on November 5th, the lower sets of shutters on penstocks 
units # 1 and #2 were raised and the temperature in the river dropped ~1.25º.  On 
November 10th releases through the lower tier river outlets began (i.e., power bypass) and 
the temperature at Watt Avenue had dropped ~ 3º (55.8º F) as of November 16th (see 
Temperature Summary HO).  According to Russ, the power bypass will likely be 
discontinued in about a week.  The goal is for Folsom Dam release temperatures to be 
below 58ºF without the bypass.  The cold water pool storage will still be in good shape 
after the bypass. A total of ~15,000-20,000 AF will have been released through the 
bypass.  Russ said he would send an email notifying everyone when the bypass was being 
discontinued--see the attached email dated November 20th to discontinue the bypass on 
November 25th).  Russ will include final bypass release amounts in a subsequent email. 
 
Other 
 
Announcements:  There will be a fish group meeting on December 9, 2009 at 1:00pm. 
 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS, EVERYONE!  
 
 
Next Meeting 
 
Date:  Thursday, 21 January 2010 
 
Location: Central Valley Operations Office     
  3310 El Camino Ave. 
  Sacramento, CA 95821 
  
Room:  302 
 
Time:  1300 
 
Notes by: Carol Nicolos and Bonnie Van Pelt 

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com

Will Van Pelt
Text Box















Address Book Options

Mail

Deleted Items (20)

Drafts [10]

Inbox

Junk E-Mail

Sent Items

Click to view all folders

Manage Folders...

 Reply  Reply to All  Forward  Move  Delete  Junk Close  

Folsom Power Bypass
Russell Yaworsky [rpyaworsky@usbr.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2009 8:52 AM

To: Van Pelt, Bonnie L

Project:  Folsom Power Bypass
 
On Wednesday, 11/25/09, please terminate the 500 cfs bypass release through the lower-tier river o
 
Comment:  Improving Folsom cold-water pool conditions and river temperatures.
 
Issued by:  Russ Yaworsky
 
---
You are currently subscribed to arog as: BVANPELT@usbr.gov.
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-arog-2267H@listserver.usbr.gov
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