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The purpose of this document is to describe the fish actions taken on the American
River between June 4, 2009 and September 30, 2010, especially those related to the
recently enacted NOAA Biological Opinion for the operation of the SWP and CVP water
projects. Full accounting for WY 2010 has not been completed and this narrative only
describes the actions taken in a qualitative format. Note that CVP base case operations
reflect the project operations that would have occurred in the pre-Central Valley Project
Improvement Act regulatory framework (i.e., prior to 1992 and the current Water
Quality Control Plan).

Fish Actions Implemented Between June 4 — September 30, 2009 (Water Year 2009)

No fish actions related to the NOAA Biological Opinion were taken on the American
River during this period.

Fish Actions implemented Between October 2009 — September 2010 (Water Year 2010)

October 2009:

In the first half of October Interior released approximately 2,200 cfs on the American
River to meet Water Quality Control Plan (WQCP) Delta outflow requirements.

In the latter half of October Interior released approximately 1,800 cfs, augmenting base
case flows on the American River to meet minimum flow requirements per the NOAA
Biological Opinion and to maintain suitable conditions for rearing steelhead and pre-
spawning fall-run Chinook salmon.

November 2009:

On the American River Interior released approximately 1,800 cfs, augmenting base case
operations to meet minimum flow requirements per the NOAA Biological Opinion and to
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maintain suitable conditions for rearing steelhead and spawning fall-run Chinook
salmon.

December 2009:

On the American River Interior released approximately 1,800 cfs, augmenting base case
operations to meet minimum flow requirements per the NOAA Biological Opinion to
benefit steelhead juveniles and pre-spawning adults with concurrent benefits for fall-
run Chinook spawning and egg incubation.

Steelhead spawning surveys commenced in December 2009 and were conducted bi-
weekly through April 2010.

January 2010:

On the American River Interior released approximately 1,500 cfs, augmenting base case
operations pursuant to the NOAA Biological Opinion to benefit spawning steelhead with
concurrent benefits for fall-run Chinook egg incubation and emergence.

February through August 2010:

Surveys to look for juvenile steelhead or salmon that may have become isolated
following flow reductions were conducted as necessary from January 1 through May 30,
and a final survey was conducted in early August. The NOAA Biological Opinion calls for
Reclamation to coordinate these isolation surveys from January through May; the
August survey was not required, but was conducted as a voluntary fish protection
action.

September 2010:

On the American River Interior released approximately 1,500 — 1,750 cfs, augmenting
base case operations to meet NOAA Biological Opinion flows to maintain suitable
conditions for rearing juvenile steelhead.
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