
For immediate release on September 28, 2023 

CALIFORNIA COURT DISMISSES LAST 
REMAINING LAWSUIT AGAINST THE STATE’S 
DELTA PLAN 

SACRAMENTO – The California Court of Appeal has dismissed 
the remaining appeal challenging the state’s long-term  
management plan for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, the Delta Plan. 

“The Court’s decision affirms the Council's authority and role,” said Chair Virginia 
Madueño. “I look forward to building stronger relationships with stakeholders to 
ensure the long-term sustainability of the Delta.” 

The appeal, dismissed on September 1, was filed following a Sacramento County 
Superior Court decision in favor of the Council filed on November 4, 2022.1 All suits 
were terminated with strong decisions in favor of the Council’s authority to develop, 
amend, and implement the Delta Plan. 

“After a decade of litigation over the Delta Plan, the Council’s authority to apply its 
leadership and expertise in managing the Delta is triumphantly clear,” said 
Executive Officer Jessica R. Pearson. “It’s time to set past differences aside and work 
together with a sense of urgency to ensure a resilient future for the Delta that 
benefits all Californians.” 

Last fall, the Superior Court dismissed four lawsuits brought by 17 parties, 
contesting the validity of recent amendments to the Delta Plan and the 
programmatic environmental impact report. In a detailed 36-page decision, the 
Court examined relevant parts of the Delta Plan and rejected the numerous claims 
attacking its validity. This follows a 2020 published Court of Appeal decision 
vindicating the Delta Plan and upholding the Council’s regulatory authority.  

For more information, contact media@deltacouncil.ca.gov. 

1 See Cal. Court of Appeal, Third Appellate District, No. C097948. 
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ABOUT THE DELTA PLAN 

The Delta Plan creates a common vision for taking on current and predicted 
challenges through cooperation and coordination. Adopted in 2013, the Delta Plan 
includes regulations, nonregulatory recommendations, and performance measures 
to further the water supply reliability, ecosystem resiliency, and the unique values 
of the Delta as a place. For more information visit the Delta Plan web page 
(deltacouncil.ca.gov/delta-plan).  

ABOUT THE COUNCIL 

The Delta Stewardship Council was created by the California Legislature in 2009 to 
advance California’s water supply reliability and the Delta’s ecosystem resiliency in a 
manner that protects and enhances the region’s unique characteristics. It is 
composed of seven members, advised by an independent 10-member science 
board, and supported by a dedicated staff. For more information visit the Council’s 
website (deltacouncil.ca.gov). 
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